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§817.1

817.56 Postmining rehabilitation of sedi-
mentation ponds, diversions, impound-
ments, and treatment facilities.

817.57 Hydrologic balance: Surface activi-
ties in or adjacent to perennial or inter-
mittent streams.

817.59 Coal recovery.

817.61 Use of explosives: General require-
ments.

817.62 Use of explosives: Preblasting survey.

817.64 Use of explosives: General perform-
ance standards.

817.66 Use of explosives: Blasting signs,
warnings, and access controls.

817.67 Use of explosives: Control of adverse

effects.

817.68 Use of explosives: Records of blasting
operations.

817.71 Disposal of excess spoil: General re-
quirements.

817.72 Disposal of excess spoil: Valley fill/
head-of-hollow fills.

817.73 Disposal of excess spoil: Durable rock
fills.

817.74 Disposal of excess spoil: Preexisting
benches.

817.81 Coal mine waste: General require-
ments.

817.83 Coal mine waste: Refuse piles.

817.84 Coal mine waste: Impounding struc-
tures.

817.87 Coal mine waste: Burning and burned
waste utilization.

817.89 Disposal of noncoal mine wastes.

817.95 Stabilization of surface areas.

817.97 Protection of fish, wildlife and re-
lated environmental values.

817.99 Slides and other damage.

817.100 Contemporaneous reclamation.

817.102 Backfilling and grading: General re-
quirements.

817.106 Backfilling and grading: Previously
mined areas.

817.107 Backfilling and grading: Steep
slopes.

817.111 Revegetation: General requirements.

817.113 Revegetation: Timing.

817.114 Revegetation: Mulching and other
soil stabilizing practices.

817.116 Revegetation: Standards for success.

817.121 Subsidence control.

817.122 Subsidence control: Public notice.

817.131 Cessation of operations: Temporary.

817.132 Cessation of operations: Permanent.

817.133 Postmining land use.

817.150 Roads: General.

817.151 Primary roads.

817.180 Utility installations.

817.181 Support facilities.

817.200 Interpretative rules related to gen-
eral performance standards.

AUTHORITY: 30 U.S.C. 1201 et seq.

SOURCE: 44 FR 15422, Mar. 13, 1979, unless
otherwise noted.

30 CFR Ch. VII (7-1-13 Edition)

§817.1 Scope.

This part sets forth the minimum en-
vironmental protection performance
standards to be adopted and imple-
mented under regulatory programs for
underground mining activities.

§817.2 Objectives.

This part is intended to ensure that
all underground mining activities are
conducted in a manner which preserves
and enhances environmental and other
values in accordance with the Act.

§817.10 Information collection.

In accordance with 44 U.S.C. 3501 et
seq., the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) has approved the infor-
mation collection requirements of this
part and assigned clearance number
1029-0047. Collection of this informa-
tion is required under section 516 of
SMCRA, which provides that permit-
tees conducting underground coal min-
ing operations must meet all applica-
ble performance standards of the regu-
latory program approved under the
Act. The regulatory authority uses the
information collected to ensure that
surface mining activities are conducted
in compliance with the requirements of
the applicable regulatory program.
Persons intending to conduct such op-
erations must respond to obtain a ben-
efit. A Federal agency may not conduct
or sponsor, and you are not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid
OMB control number.

[73 FR 75884, Dec. 12, 2008]

§817.11 Signs and markers.

(a) Specifications. Signs and markers
required under this part shall—

(1) Be posted, maintained, and re-
moved by the person who conducts the
underground mining activities;

(2) Be of a uniform design throughout
the activities that can be easily seen
and read;

(3) Be made of durable material; and

(4) Conform to local laws and regula-
tions.

(b) Duration of maintenance. Signs and
markers shall be maintained during all
activities to which they pertain.
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(c) Mine and permit identification signs.
(1) Identification signs shall be dis-
played at each point of access from
public roads to areas of surface oper-
ations and facilities on permit areas
for underground mining activities.

(2) Signs will show the name, busi-
ness address, and telephone number of
the person who conducts underground
mining activities and the identifica-
tion number of the current regulatory
program permit authorizing under-
ground mining activities.

(3) Signs shall be retained and main-
tained until after the release of all
bonds for the permit area.

(d) Perimeter markers. Each person
who conducts underground mining ac-
tivities shall clearly mark the perim-
eter of all areas affected by surface op-
erations or facilities before beginning
mining activities.

(e) Buffer markers. The boundaries of
any buffer to be maintained between
surface activities and a perennial or
intermittent stream in accordance
with §§784.28 and 817.57 of this chapter
must be clearly marked to avoid dis-
turbance by surface operations and fa-
cilities.

(f) Topsoil markers. Where topsoil or
other vegetation-supporting material
is segregated and stockpiled as re-
quired under §817.22, the stockpiled
material shall be clearly marked.

[44 FR 15422, Mar. 13, 1979, as amended at 48
FR 9809, Mar. 8, 1983; 48 FR 44781, Sept. 30,
1983; 73 FR 75884, Dec. 12, 2008]

§817.13 Casing and sealing of exposed
underground openings: General re-
quirements.

Each exploration hole, other drillhole
or borehole, shaft, well, or other ex-
posed underground opening shall be
cased, lined, or otherwise managed as
approved by the regulatory authority
to prevent acid or other toxic drainage
from entering ground and surface wa-
ters, to minimize disturbance to the
prevailing hydrologic balance and to
ensure the safety of people, livestock,
fish and wildlife, and machinery in the
permit area and adjacent area. Each
exploration hole, drill hole or borehole
or well that is uncovered or exposed by
mining activities within the permit
area shall be permanently closed, un-
less approved for water monitoring or

§817.15

otherwise managed in a manner ap-
proved by the regulatory authority.
Use of a drilled hole or monitoring well
as a water well must meet the provi-
sions of §817.41 of this part. This sec-
tion does not apply to holes drilled and
used for blasting, in the area affected
by surface operations.

[44 FR 15422, Mar. 13, 1979, as amended at 48
FR 14822, Apr. 5, 1983; 48 FR 43992, Sept. 26,
1983]

§817.14 Casing and sealing of under-
ground openings: Temporary.

(a) BEach mine entry which is tempo-
rarily inactive, but has a further pro-
jected useful service under the ap-
proved permit application, shall be pro-
tected by barricades or other covering
devices, fenced, and posted with signs,
to prevent access into the entry and to
identify the hazardous nature of the
opening. These devices shall be periodi-
cally inspected and maintained in good
operating condition by the person who
conducts the underground mining ac-
tivities.

(b) Each exploration hole, other drill
hole or borehole, shaft, well, and other
exposed underground opening which
has been identified in the approved per-
mit application for use to return un-
derground development waste, coal
processing waste or water to under-
ground workings, or to be used to mon-
itor ground water conditions, shall be
temporarily sealed until actual use.

§817.15 Casing and sealing of under-
ground openings: Permanent.

When no longer needed for moni-
toring or other use approved by the
regulatory authority upon a finding of
no adverse environmental or health
and safety effects, or unless approved
for transfer as a water well under
§817.41, each shaft, drift, adit, tunnel,
exploratory hole, entryway or other
opening to the surface from under-
ground shall be capped, sealed,
backfilled, or otherwise properly man-
aged, as required by the regulatory au-
thority in accordance with §817.13 and
consistent with 30 CFR 75.1711. Perma-
nent closure measures shall be de-
signed to prevent access to the mine
workings by people, livestock, fish and
wildlife, machinery and to keep acid or
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